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Barra Airport Firemen Support Local Charity Event  
 

Staff from Highlands and Islands Airports Barra crew got together this summer to volunteer 
as stewards and bar staff at Barrafest. The charity event took place on 31

st
 of July and 1

st
 of 

August 2009 and saw 900 festival goers each night enjoy a lively mix of traditional music. 

The festival is run by Fèis Bharraigh, and is dependent on a large number of volunteers. The 
organisers worked closely with the Volunteer Centre to recruit around 40 volunteers. The or-
ganisers were particularly pleased to have a large number of trained fire crew on hand to en-
sure public safety. Festival Manager Gillian Hamill said ñThe contribution made all our vol-
unteers was invaluable; the HIA staff in particular was able to use their expertise to 
maintain crowd safety. Thanks to the Volunteer Centre for all their helpò 

The volunteers also got a lot out of taking part in the event. Security Officer Patricia MacNeil 

worked at the busy festival bar. She said ñI most enjoyed the teamwork and being part of 

a successful eventò 

Patricia MacNeil, DA MacKiggan, Joe Gilles, Stephen Wilson, Michael 

MacKinnon and Neil MacLean. 

Fireman D.A MacKiggan has been volunteering at 
Barrafest since it began in 2007. He said he en-
joyed ñhelping out in the community, and  

making sure that events like Barrafest can go 
ahead safelyò 
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Mathew Matheson was awarded his 200 hrs MV 
Award for his volunteering at Catch 23. 

What he said about doing the MV award: 

�µ�,���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���Z�D�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���Z�R�U�W�K�Z�K�L�O�H���± I really enjoyed 
�L�W�����,���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G���L�W���W�R���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H���¶ 

Patricia Mackinnon received her 50 and 
100hrs MV award for her volunteering with 
Alzheimer Scotland in Barvas. 

Alasdair Ferguson Manager of Isles FM 
receiving the WAVE award for  
Organisations. Presented by Roy 
Macphail Development worker. 

�+�L���*�X�\�V�����,�¶�P���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���:�R�U�N�H�U���E�D�V�H�G���L�Q���6�W�R�U�Q�R�Z�D�\�����,���K�D�Y�H���D���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���R�I��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���U�R�O�H�V���L�Q���V�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X�W�K���Z�R�U�N�����,�¶�P���Y�H�U�\���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H 
 Volunteer Centre Western Isles. 
 
I look forward to promoting inclusive volunteering, removing the stigma sometimes at-
tached to it, and showing to adults, young people and organisations that one person  with 
a good heart can make a difference . Remember a lone amateur built the Ark, a large 
group of professionals built the Titanic! 
 
Please contact Roy for further information about volunteering in Lewis on 01851 700366, 
or on email at roy@volunteeringwesternisles.co.uk 

Latest awards presented by the Volunteer Centre  

THE HENRY SMITH CHARITY 
The Henry Smith Charity has 3 
funds including young people; 
drugs and alcohol; family ser-
vices; homeless and holidays for 
children. There are no specific 
deadlines, as the Trustees meet 
quarterly in March, June, Septem-
ber and December to consider 
applications which must be re-
ceived at least 8 weeks prior to a 

meeting.  

New Development Worker for the Volunteer Centre 


